GSFC Super Users


Competency Center Super User Telecon Notes

Functional Area: Purchasing

Date: 04/13/04

Call Leader: Jane Maples

Key Points:
· The MR11 fix is still being tested.  Some problems arose during testing that are being worked on.  Jane stated that MR11 is still on hold and the Competency Center is working with SAP to get the last correction.
· To un-expire funds, all centers must have permission from Code B first.  The turnaround time on this can be quite lengthy as NMO attests.  Jane stated that the process of getting permission from Code B is done by submitting a SR and providing background information.  NOTE:  The process was redefined on 4/21/04.
· The Bankcard workshop will be held on April 19-21.  Jane stated that there will be a Code H Representative coming to the Bankcard Workshop.  The Agency APC is not coming to the Bankcard Workshop.  Jane stated that she has been told that there will be a Code B Representative at the workshop.  This workshop will be a good forum for Agency Policy to be discussed.  The policy makers can decide on policies from discussion that occurs at the workshop. 

· To fully “close” a PO for archiving purposes, the “Delivery Complete” and the “Final Invoice” flags need to be checked.  

· There will be no telecom next week due to the Bankcard workshop

· Jane stated that Thursday, April 15th will be the last monthly release before the patches go into production.  This will be the last monthly release until July so the system will be frozen for May and June.  Release strategies are excluded from the freeze.  There are 5 SRs going into production that are related to the PR analysis report.  These SRs are concerning adding fields and selection criteria.  
· The Wash Report correction which is related to Bankcard will go into production.  The double obligation correction will go into production from Interface 60.  There is a field length fix from the Bankcard vendor on the GUI Version.  If the transaction query was run for the whole agency and once it reaches 100,000 transactions, the query did not show the 100,000th transaction.

· There is a NPMS correction that goes into production on April 15th.
· There is a meeting scheduled later in the week concerning patch test planning.
· On the GRIV list one of the things that was heard was that some of the centers did not realize that they needed to check the final invoice check box on everything.  In order for the purchase orders to be considered closed and from the archive standpoint, SAP looks at the delivery complete and the final invoice flag to be checked.  The Retire Contract User Procedure does indicate that the final invoice and delivery complete flags need to be checked and that is critical for archiving.
Center Status and Updates:

LaRC

LaRC is waiting for Code B’s response on SR 42452.  The request to Code B was submitted on March 17th.

KSC  

This center had a request to enter some names on the areas of remote testing and the semi-annual releases at the Competency Center.  This center asked Jane to discuss what they would be doing concerning testing reporting such as the PR Analysis Reporting.  Jane stated that for a monthly release the Competency Center tests the SRs that are planning to be migrated.  If there are OSS messages there is testing done to make sure the notes do not disturb anything else. 

Depending on how testing goes the 2-way match may be migrated also.  The semi-annual releases, which are considered patch testing, are broad-based testing (end-to-end cross-functional tests).  The Competency Center has to make sure that anything that comes in with the patch test does not have a negative impact on the extracts into BW.  The patch is planned for June and the testing is planned for May.  The results of the testing are documented in Test Directory.  Remote testing is for the monthly releases.  The testing for major releases will be done at the Competency Center.

One of the centers asked Jane about the lead time SRs and the change in the report if it is an item for testing or if it is going to be migrated into production.  Jane stated that parts of the corrections have been tested and the last piece will be tested today.     


ARC

This center asked about the issue with ARC and DFRC clashing with each other on the requistioner codes.  This is SR 3970.  There is one code where ARC should be sharing with DFRC but it has not occurred in that manner.  This center asked why this occurred for one PR per CF.  Jane stated that 3 codes were identified where both ARC and DFRC were using.  Jane has not had the chance to view the e-mails on this subject.


DFRC

Charles stated that they are looking at using the tracking number on the purchase order for a cross reference between SAP and some purchase orders in AMF.  He asked Jane if this would be a problem to use this tracking number.  Jane stated that the tracking number on the PO is not a field that was defined as part of the Agency design.  She advised against using a field that is not part of the Agency design until they finish the blue printing phase for IAM.  There can be a conflict with reports when a center uses a field that has already been defined for specific use and then it is used for something else. 

SSC

David asked Jane if there was an update on the de-obligation issues with the ALI’s and the buffer table error messages.  Jane stated that they are still working with SAP on both of these issues.  There will be an update in the SR diary before the Operational Issue Meeting tomorro
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