Purchasing Telecon

March 9, 2004

11:00 – 12:00

Actions To Be Taken:

1. The Purchasing Telecon will not be held on March 16th.
2. Jane will get an update on when the MR11 will be operational.
3. Jane will follow up on JSC SRs 16699, 19364, 37088 and 37213.
4. Jane will get an update on the ZPAC issue for GSFC.

Current Status and Issues:

1. Jane stated that the Competency Center has logged a message with SAP on the 2-way match topic.  An error occurs on the 3-way match when the center tries to de-obligate if it has already been invoiced.  If the center tries to de-obligate money on a PO if it is a 3-way match a hard error occurs that states the center cannot de-obligate below what has been disbursed.  If it is a 2-way match that message did not occur and this is specifically related to the HHS interface.  
2. A 3-way match requires a PO, a goods receipt or service receipt, and an invoice for the whole process to function.  A 2-way match only requires a PO and the invoice for the cost and disbursement to get recorded.  If there is a 3-way match and the invoice is missing the only part that has been recorded is the obligation from the PO and the cost from the goods or service receipt.  The center is waiting for the disbursement piece when the invoice is received.
3. The MR11 requests are on hold.  The Competency Center has logged a message with SAP on the FM postings from MR11.  MR11 has not been running since last week pending this resolution.
4. The following has been scheduled for the March 11th release:

· A dynamic selection has been added to the ZMM_PUR_AWARD report.   There are some fields that have been made mandatory which will help with performance.
· There are several minor fixes on the commercial item form.

· There are some security items that will be loaded.

· There are several normal release strategy SRs.

5. The bankcard report comparing the result of Interface 60 against the result of the transaction file (P card file) will help with the validation effort on the bankcard process.  The report is called PO Reconciliation Report.  The bankcard report will be located on the EAI web tool and it is only for the center coordinators.
6. The funds reservation issue is being worked by the Competency Center and Code B.  When the Competency Center gets permission from Code B they will be requesting permission from the two centers that have funds reservations issues to do the actual corrections.  Then the centers can get closer to finishing the back log for the bankcard interface 60 runs.  Once the funds reservation issues are resolved the Competency Center will run a month each night.
7. Jane noted that the Competency Center has gone back to SAP on the de-obligation issue where it deleted a service line on a few contracts and there has not been a further response.  The Competency Center received a note a few weeks ago but it did not completely correct the problem.  The Competency Center is in the process of trying to get one of the FM developers on site but there has not been a confirmation of when that is going to occur.  One of the SRs is 37294.
Center Status and Issues:

GSFC
1. There is a service contract with 2 ALIs.  The first one is there by mistake and they want to remove it.  Jane stated that they cannot delete a total service line and that they should go down to a penny.

2. They asked Jane if there was a status on the ZPAC issue.  Jane noted that the Competency Center has a list that will be going to the centers so they can identify the 4-digit trading partner on the affected vendors.  Jane will follow up with the people that are working this issue.

LaRC

They have a CCI contract and were planning on using NASA P ORG.  One of the intentions of having the NASA P ORG is so that the other centers can issue their orders using the outline agreement so LaRC does not have to do it.  In that case once the contracts are setup as CCI, the other centers, if they have given the administration authority from the awarding center, can issue their own orders referencing the outlining agreement without doing any budget distribution or sub allotment process as previously discussed on an earlier previous telecon.  LaRC wanted to clarify this process because there is a center that is refusing to do something for one of LaRC’s CCI contracts.  Jane stated that when the center sets up the outline agreement they should not enter anything in the “plant” field since this is how the other center would be able to issue their task and delivery orders.
KSC
On the user procedure for creating and maintaining purchase requisition the link to NASA form 1707 is not working correctly.  Jane asked KSC to send her an e-mail on this issue and she will forward it on and get it working.
JSC
There are some SRs that JSC would like an update on.  The SRs are on hold and they are as follows:   

SR 16699 – Click final invoice to de-obligate funding not de-obligating

SR 19364 – This is an enhancement on release strategy display capabilities

SR 37088 – Getting value line error when adopting PR in a specific PO

SR 37213 – Purchase request for deletion 

GRC
1. This center asked Jane if SAP gave an estimated date of when the MR11 would be operational.  Jane stated no, that the Competency Center was already expecting the correction.  She will get an update on this.
2. They asked about the budget-exceeded error when there are more lines on a PR that had previously obligated lines.  Jane stated that this was a double-commitment issue and that the Competency Center received a partial fix from SAP.  Jane will give an update at the Operational Issues meeting.
MSFC
There are some instances where a line item has been deleted that had a parked invoice against it.  The line item was deleted after the invoice had posted to that line item.  Jane noted that if the invoice is parked the center should be able to undelete.  The centers have to look at the purchase order history tab before de-obligating.  Jane noted that the centers have to look at what has occurred and what they are trying to do and figure out what needs to be done.
ARC
1. This center had a security error in the “P” card.  The two people that discovered this error tried to re-create it and could not.  Jane stated that it was a timing issue.  

2. This center has several people getting the budget-exceeded error message and they are not sure why because there is enough direct money available.  Jane stated that ARC should enter an SR that has the specific fund/fund center combination.
3. ARC asked when someone does an order log if the money is committed but not obligated.  Jane stated that the money is committed as if it were on a PR and it does not get obligated until Interface 60 is run when the PRs are taken to the POs.  Another person at ARC talked with the end user and the issue was that the order log was caught in the hold table.  Instead of the error message stating that the log was caught in the hold table the error message states that “’there are not enough funds.”  Jane stated that the “not enough funds” message usually relates to a change in the accounting data.  The end user opened the order log and looked at the funding information. 
 In order to get out of the funding information screen he had to hit save changes and it put him into modified mode and this sent the order log into the hold table.  A SR was submitted and worked therefore the order log has been released.
One of the centers mentioned the 1707 form.  They asked Jane how the other centers are implementing the need for the 1707 and getting the signed copy in their folders.  Jane stated that the centers are supposed to be working with the 1707.  There is an SR to put another qualifying note in the PR user procedure.  On the 1707 for grants the approval is only for 7120.5 and that is in the process of being updated. 
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