Super User Meeting

Purchasing – September 9, 2003

11:00 – 12:00

1. Short dumps were being experienced by some Centers last week, and viruses might have impacted this.  An influx of short dumps has not been seen this last week so the assumption is that the problem has been resolved.  Jane urged Centers to ensure GUIs have been updated since the viruses went around.

2. A SR was submitted by Kathy in regards to a short dump experienced when approving a purchase order (SR was entered under Harry C. name).  The purchasing team will follow-up on SR.

3. A few SRs related to MR11 executions have been received.  Those are being worked quickly as allowed.  The deadline (August 30th) for submitting items that needed to get done by the end of the fiscal year has passed.  Items submitted after this will be worked as soon as possible and the team will do their best to get those in.

4. Bankcard Update – The interfaces for KSC, Wallups and SSC have already been run.  There was a problem with one of the files received from the bank for GSFC.  Hopefully an updated file from the bank will be sent soon.  

5. Enterprise – There are couple of things that will be of benefit to purchasing.  

a. There is a configuration element of the release strategy that will provide the user with the capability to determine the point in time when they want the obligation to occur.

b. Versioning capability, which is an improvement in the mod area, will be added.  There will be a tab at the header level labeled versioning, which will basically contain the information in the change history.  

c. There are some things related to the budget structure and how they are set up that will be significantly different in Enterprise.  This will hopefully have a positive impact because you will not have to go through as many derivation rules.

6. September 30th Release – Purchasing is impacted very marginally.  Things will look a little different at the accounting line level, cost pools should not look different, but there will be more of them.   More info will be provided in a couple of weeks.  Areas that are specifically purchasing related are:

a. NPMS interface comes into play, although the users will not even know it is there, and FACS(F) goes away.

b. From the BW standpoint purchasing will be getting some assistance by the recognition of MM changes, not just FM changes will be part of the 4.1 Release.  (Later information – the MM change recognition won’t be until after the year-end activities as a reload of BW is required.)

7. Full Cost and Theme Based Budget comes into play into October.  

a. The fund will look different, but it will still be the same number of characters that it currently is.

b. There may be some fund centers that look different, but will still have the AIN as the leading characters.

c. There will be more cost pools to choose from, but no change in regards to how they are used.

d. Changes will most likely be cosmetic in regards to purchasing.  What fields are used and what is placed into those fields will be the same.  

8. The new contract numbering takes effect for NPMS will go into place on October 1st.  Everyone will need to remind counter-parts to begin using the new numbering scheme as of this date.  

9. Theme Based Budget – The funds today look like HSF542003D or HSF292003D, where 54 and 29 are fund source.  Using the theme based budget 54 and 29 will no longer be part of the fund code.  These numbers will be replaced with X1 and X2 or something like that.  The rest of the fund will look exactly as it does today, only the 4th and 5th characters will be replaced.  Jane urged the attendees to get in touch with their Budget counterparts at the Centers to verify this information.  
10. If an error is made when entering contract number it cannot be changed.  This is part of the SAP functionality, and no choice was given in this matter.
11. Do not know how long system will be down for year-end activities.  Currently working to finalize timeline for this with DCFO.  Meeting will occur tomorrow to discuss this.  
12. There is an IFMP outage calendar that has been placed on the OLQR.  The link to the calendar can be found under Help.  
13. The bankcard conference in November will most likely be the week of the 17th and will last a couple of days.  Attendees will be comprised of Center Coordinators and AP team.
Center Status & Issues:

GSFC was concerned about an issue that was brought up last week in regards to the final invoice flag (de-obligating fund/ putting money back on contract).  This problem is affecting everyone, and not just Wave 3 Centers.  

LaRC noted they had the same concerns that GSFC has.  The Competency Center is aware of this issue, and the AP community has been notified to pay attention to whether or not the flag has been checked.  Jane will speak with the AP team to get the latest information on this and email updates to attendees.  LaRC noted that Linda S. at the Competency Center is working with them at their request to identify documents.  ARC noted that they are also running a report that may help identify documents, and will send this report to GSFC.  

GSFC and HQ were concerned with CR that was logged.  Jane stated that a customer message had been logged with SAP with the highest priority.  This is in regards to not being able to do De-commit, tab is grayed out on services so you can’t De-commit.  
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