IFMP Core Financial Glossary of Terms


ABAP: Programming language proprietary to SAP. ABAP stands for "Advanced Business Application Programming"

Acquisition: An initial document generated to request goods or services.

AMS: Acquisition Management System; Required management reports are input into the AMS. The AMS data is uploaded into the NASA Procurement Management System (NPMS)

ANOSCA: Administrator's Notice of Significant Contract Actions; Requires contracting officers to notify the Administrator of the following significant actions at least five workdays prior to planned public announcements of actions:

1) Planned contract award for competitive acquisitions of 25$ Million or more,

 including all priced options;

2) Planned contract award of non-competitive awards and new work modifications of 100$ Million or more, including all priced options; 

3) Planned award of other actions, to include cooperative agreements resulting form  Cooperative Agreement Notice (CAN), at any dollar value thought to be of significant interest to Headquarters.

AO: Announcement for Opportunity; A type of solicitation document.

Appropriation Type: These are administrative classifications used by NASA to manage funds. Examples: Mission Support; Human Space Flight; Science, Aeronautics and Technology.

Appropriation Year: The year in which Congress provides an appropriation to NASA

AR: Acquisition (Purchase) Request; A type of solicitation document.

ASM: Acquisition Strategy Meeting; An acquisition plan conducted through a meeting attended by all interested NASA offices.

Awarded Document: Any basic obligation document (e.g., contract, grant, purchase order, cooperative agreement).

Bank Card: A bankcard is government wide commercial purchase card similar in nature to a commercial credit card, issued to authorized agency personnel to use to acquire and to pay for supplies and services.

Bid: Vendors response to the initiation for bids (IFB). Bidders must submit sealed bids to be opened at the time and place stated in the solicitation for the public opening of bids.

Bilateral Modification: A contract modification that is signed by the contractor and the contracting officer.  Bilateral modifications are used to:

a) Make negotiated equitable adjustments resulting form the issuance of a change order;

b) Definitize letter contracts; and 

c) Reflect other agreements of the parties modifying the terms of the contracts.

BOA: Blanket Ordering Agreement; A written instrument of understanding, negotiated between an agency, contracting activity or contracting office and a contractor that contains (1) terms and clauses applying to future contracts (orders) between parties during its term, (2) a description, as specific as practicable, of supplies or services to be

provided and (3) methods for pricing, issuing, and delivering future orders under the basic ordering agreement. A basic ordering agreement is not a contract.

BPA: Blanket Purchase Agreement; A simplified method of filling anticipated repetitive needs for supplies or services by establishing "charge accounts" with qualified sources of supply.

Business Warehouse: SAP Business Warehouse is an enterprise-wide information delivery solution that enables data analysis from SAP R/3 and other business applications, including external data sources.

CAN: Cooperative Agreement Notice; A type of solicitation document.

CASE Report: Committee on Academic Science and Engineering (CASE) Report is prepared for awards to nonprofit institutions of higher education or to nonprofit institutions that are operationally affiliated or integrated with an educational institution.

CCD: Cash Concentration or Disbursement is for one payment and one invoice. This format contains one 80-character "addenda" record for transmitting the payment-related information.

CCI: Consolidated Contracting Initiative is NASA's commitment to progress towards the

cooperative creation and utilization of contracts, whenever practicable, to meet common needs; operates on many levels such as intra-center, center-wide, or government-wide basis depending upon the goods and services to be acquired.

CDRL: Contract Data Requirements List; also known as DPD, DRD, or DRL

Commitment: Administrative reservation of allotments and resources authority based on approved requisitions, procurement requests, authorizations to execute contract, or other written evidence which authorizes the creation of obligations without further recourse to the official responsible for certifying the availability of the allotment and resources authority.  See "Obligation" to contrast.

Contract: A mutually binding legal relationship obligating the seller to furnish the supplies or service (including construction) and the buyer to pay for them. 

It includes all types of commitments that obligate the Government to an expenditure of

appropriated funds and that, except as otherwise authorized, are in writing. In addition to bilateral instruments, contracts include, but are not limited to, awards and notices of awards, job orders or task letters issues under basic ordering agreements, letter contracts; orders, such as purchase orders, under which a contract become effective by written acceptance or performance; and bilateral contract modifications.  Term used for orders/requests with a dollar amount over 100,000$

COTR: Contracting Officer's Technical Representative

CTR: Company Trade Exchange - is a corporate ACH format which allows for up to 9,999 addenda records with approximately 800,000 characters. Given this large addendum record capability, full and complete remittance information can be transmitted with the CTX payment. Therefore, it is possible for one CTX payment to cover multiple invoices since full remittance information will be transmitted to the vendor's financial institution together with the payment.

Cumulative Obligations: Total obligations incurred during a specific period, including obligations for which disbursement have been made.

Cure Notice: Required written notice to the contractor by the contracting officer specifying the failure and providing a period of 10 days (or longer period as necessary) in which the to cure the failure.

DCMA: Defense Contract Management Agency: Offers a wide variety of contract administration and support services.

Decommitment: Downward adjustment of a previously recorded commitment.

Deobligation: Downward adjustment of a previously recorded obligation attributable to a contract termination or modification, price revision or correction of amounts originally recorded.

GUI: Graphical User Interface

MOA: Method of Authorization

SAP, Specifically SAP R/3: SAP is both a company and a software package. Founded in 1972, SAP is the recognized leader in providing collaborative e-business solutions for all types of industries and for every major market. SAP is the world's largest inter-enterprise software company, and the world's third-largest independent software supplier overall. SAP R/3 is the third release of SAP's namesake software and is made up of three layers the Desktop GUI layer, the Application layer (the software) and the Database layer which includes the business warehouse.

SAP-specific Terminology

If you are looking for SAP-specific terminology, please follow these steps to use the SAP glossary of terms:

1) Go to: http://help.sap.com/
2) On the left side of the page, under the heading SAP R/3 click: SAP R/3 Release 4.6C

3) On the right side, a new page will come up. Click on the link for English

4) A new page should come up for the SAP Library, Release 4.6C
5) The second link from the top is titled Glossary. Click on it to get to the SAP R3 Release 4.6C Glossary. The terms are organized alphabetically on the left side of the page. Click on a term and the definition will come up on the right side of the page.

4

